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  Event (Out-of-class)

Mr. Blanco

Write a 600 to 750 word essay about a significant event in your life.  Pick an event that will interest your reader and that reveals something about you.  Tell your story dramatically and vividly, giving a clear indication of its autobiographical significance.

The following list may give you ideas:

•
An incident charged with strong emotion such as love, fear, anger, hate, joy, guilt, embarrassment, or jealousy

•
A turning point in your life

•
When you first became aware of injustice or prejudice; when you first felt rejected or needed.

Try to bring the event to life for your reader, revealing, at the same time, the personal significance of the event.  Include the following:

•
A clearly discernible introductory technique.

•
A clear thesis statement in your introduction.

•
The use of concrete, sensory details that let the reader see, hear, taste, smell, and touch the same things that you do.

•
The ordering of details in a clear sequence, probably chronological, unless you have good reason not to.

•
Bringing to life significant people in the event (physical description, recreating some conversation)

•
The use of consistent verb tense and point of view, and using transitions as time and sequence markers.

•
A significant truth about yourself revealed through the narrative.

•
A description of a specific place, including the light (sunlight, dull glow of a 40-watt bulb, etc.,).

•
The use of at least two original similes (comparisons using "like" or "as") that make your writing more vivid.
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