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Novel (Out-of-class)

Select a novel from the list provided.  Read the novel carefully. Take notes and answer all questions on this sheet.  Write a 1000-word essay on one aspect of the novel (character, plot, point of view, setting, symbolism or imagery, and theme).  

Follow the recommendations and examples on pages 790 through 816 of The Little, Brown Handbook.  Be sure to include a thesis statement that directly addresses the aspect of the novel that you are writing about.

However, before you submit the final draft, you must submit your answers to the questions on character, plot, point of view, setting, symbolism, and theme.  Answer most questions in paragraph form, using complete sentences.

In writing your essay, it may be useful to consider one of the questions posed and develop your answer more fully.

Questions on Character
1. What character in your novel evokes a strong positive or negative response from you?  Select only one character.

2. How do other characters in the novel react to this character?  How does this character behave toward others?  What critical choices does the character make?

3. How does the author describe the character?  How does this character dress?  Does the physical description suggest something about the character (good or bad)?  Can you tell what this character thinks?  How?

4. What personality traits does this character have?  Discuss at least three.

Questions on Plot:  Plot refers to 1) WHAT happens in the novel and 2) WHY the author presents the material in such a sequence.  Conflict contributes to the development of the plot.  

Is the central conflict with a) one character against another, b) one character against society, c) conflicts and tensions within the character herself or himself, or d) conflict between good and evil?  Is the conflict more complex?

Are you surprised by what happens?  Why or why not?

Questions on Point of View:  (Third person, omniscient or limited?  First person?)  The person who tells the story is called the narrator.  Do not confuse the narrator with the author.

Who is the narrator?  How much does the narrator know?  Is he or she reliable, that is, can you believe what the narrator tells you?

Questions on Setting:  Setting includes not only the physical surroundings of a novel (objects, buildings, landscape, climate), but also the time of day or season of the year, as well as the time in history.

When does the story take place (e.g., the early 1950's, the spring of 1968, etc.,)?  Where does the story take place (e.g., south Georgia, Czechoslovakia, a college campus in Utah, etc.,)?

How does the setting contribute to the development of the novel?

Questions on Symbolism:  An image (a pen, water, a tree, whatever), because of selective repetition and collocation in key parts of a story, often acquires a meaning or suggestiveness beyond itself.

Is there a dominant symbol (image) in the novel?  If so, where and how is it used?

Questions on Theme:  Theme is normally articulated in a noun phrase (e.g., the pain of maturing, the struggle against seemingly insuperable odds, the tragedy of hubris, etc.,).  However, when you write about theme, you express the theme as an assertion, typically in your thesis statement.

Possible structure of a thesis statement for an essay about theme:  The Piano demonstrates the idea that the struggle against seemingly insurmountable odds for a worthy purpose affirms our humanity and leads to personal happiness.

What is the theme of your novel?  What passages buttress your argument that your articulation of the theme is correct?
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