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You will have fifty minutes to plan, write, and proofread a 400-500 word essay focused within ONE of the subject areas defined below:

1)   In “Reading a River,” Mark Twain writes “What does the lovely flush in a beauty’s cheek mean to a doctor but a ‘break’ that ripples above some deadly disease?”  Explain the meaning of this passage within the context of “Reading a River.”  Be very specific.  Do you agree or disagree with Twain?  Give examples.

2)   In an excerpt from Walden, “Why I Went to the Woods,” Henry David Thoreau writes “I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand; instead of a million count half a dozen, and keep your accounts on a thumb-nail.”  Explain the meaning of this passage within the context of “Why I Went to the Woods.”  Be very specific.  Do you agree or disagree with Thoreau?  Give examples.
In your essay, you should restrict your topic, include a thesis statement, and develop your essay using examples where appropriate.  Be sure to provide some analysis of the examples in terms of the major points.

Your essay will be graded on how well you:


•
Restrict your topic


•
Articulate your thesis statement


•
Organize the essay


•
Develop the essay, using specific examples and analysis


•
Use well-formed sentences and paragraphs


•
Use language appropriately and effectively


•
Follow conventions of standard written English in spelling, 
usage, punctuation, and grammar.

Before you start, take some time (no more than five minutes) to figure out what you want to say and how you want to say.  A rough outline, similar to the ones you create for your planning guides, should help.

Cross out or add information as necessary, but try to write neatly.  Although your handwriting is not graded, you should write as legibly as possible so that your grader can read your essay with ease.

Take about five minutes at the end of the period to proofread your essay.
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