Introductions

In an expository essay, an introduction may be made up of three parts:



•  Introductory Technique (4-6 sentences)



•  Transition (1-2 sentences)



•  Thesis statement (one sentence)

The Introductory Technique (or “Hook”) grabs the reader’s attention and gives the reader the context in which to understand your essay.   There are several techniques with which to start an essay:
· Provide some background information.

· Tell a short, relevant anecdote (or story).

· Give a quotation and its relationship to your essay.

· Define key terms.

· Provide an example or brief examples.

· Give statistics that may surprise your reader.

· Ask a rhetorical question (or questions).

· Draw an extended comparison (or analogy).

The Transistion, of course, connects your “Hook” to your thesis statement.

Your thesis statement states the main point of your essay.

Note the following student example:


My fascination with my heritage started as a child.  I can remember my grandparents telling stories around the dinner table about how life in Cuba once was.  Their lifestyle was so rich and seemed to be so full of luxuries that I fantasized about growing up there at that time.  They talked about homes, land, and businesses which they owned.  The lifestyle was filled with family, cabarets, private clubs, chauffers and maids.  It all seemed so exciting and glamorous to me, as though I were reading a  fairytale.  Although Cuba might not appeal to others as a place they would like to visit because of its current economic and political climate, I would find it interesting to be able to see and know where my heritage actually came from.
Introduction:  Student Example 2

The day was sunny and beautiful.  A light breeze helped cool the hot sun's rays as they touched the bodies of the divers on-board.  The divers were sailing off into the high seas in search of a great adventure, shark diving.  The boat ran smoothly on top of the water, as the people aboard the boat began to prepare for the experience of swimming with sharks.  When the boat reached its destination, the divers got on the side of the boat and prepared to enter a new world.  This new world that the divers planned to experience would be to some a death wish and to some the thrill of a lifetime.  Despite the risks involved, many people seem to enjoy shark diving.

Introduction:  Student Example 3


The United States has seen many changes in its economy during the last hundred years.  Among these changes is the organization of workers.  Unions were formed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to battle against long work hours and bad working conditions.  It was not uncommon then for a worker to be required to work twelve or more hours a day, six days a week, in hazardous and often deadly conditions.  The workers organized against their employers and won their battles.  Today, it is very uncommon to find such oppressive conditions in the workplace.  Why, then, do unions still exist today?  When we examine many of the labor battles of recent years, we find that unions exist mostly as bargaining units through which workers can gain higher wages -- at any cost.


When the word computer is mentioned, many people have either one of two reactions.  To smile in genuine interest or frown as if they have just swallowed some castor oil.  But either way, no one can deny the benefits we gain from computers.  Especially when it comes to saving our environment.  Computers have given us the means to explore the earth more quickly and efficiently than ever before.  From satelite imaging of our ozone to analyzing soil and water samples, computers are there.  What would life be without them.  Computers have aided our fight for the environment to unmeasurable proportionss

--------**--------------------------------------------------


I was heading for my car in the parking lot when all of a sudden I saw four teens in one car.  As I was walking closer to my car I pretended not to look at what they were doing.  The teens were dressed in regular clothes, but they wore overcoats in about 95 degree weather.  As I opened the door to my car I could see over my roof that one of the teens was pulling out a gun.  Next, he spun the barrel of the gun and placed it to his head.  As he pulled the trigger, the gun clicked, but the one single bullet didn't come out to kill him.  Did they realize the risks involved?  Many teens take guns as a joke, but they must realize they can take your life away in a matter of a second.

****************************************


Holding their breath as if it would help to slow down their heartbeat, they take the jump.  Some of these people insist on submitting themsleves to unnecessary risks.  The addiction or fascination about jumping from a height of 50-200 feet, with a rope around you seems obscure.  The media has reported many deaths due to different circumstances.   Yet, these thrill seekers are still jumping.  There seems to be no clear answer as to why this activity attracts so many.  Maybe if we, understood who the participants in bungie jumping are, then we can seriously understand the maddness.

****************************************

Slow Killers


There are many materials that are harmful to the environment.  However, there is one that is especially harmful,  one that has been around for decades, one that has been haunting lakes, rivers, and grass fields like ghosts haunt mansions.   It's a killer, yet we don't stop producing it.  The material is styrofoam.  If we do not find an alternate material to styrofoam, then our great crusade to save the Earth is futile.

