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Write a 1000-word essay about a current, newsworthy topic that directly or indirectly affects your life or the lives of those around you.  You will cite two current magazine or journal articles that address your topic.





The essay is made up of your ideas, your arguments, your thoughts, and your opinions.  Therefore, the thesis statement must be entirely yours.  Use the sources for the following:





	1)  Learn about your topic and develop or modify your ideas


          based on what you read. 





	2)  Back up your opinion with the opinions of experts in the field. 





	3)  Provide examples and other data that supports what you


          write.                                       





Consider the following broad topics.  If a topic is not listed, you may still write about it.  Whatever topic you choose, it must be narrowed.





	Ethnicity in Miami


	Academic standards in high school or college


	Divorce and children


	Religion and the pursuit of spirituality


	Substance abuse (alcohol, food, drugs,...)


	Smoking


	Marijuana


	Environmental issues


	College or professional sports


	Marriage


	Death


	Health care


	Nutrition


	Transportation


	Population (schools, cities,...)








�
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As you plan and draft your paper, you will complete the following tasks by the dates I give you:





______________  Select and narrow your topic





______________  Compile a working bibliography (minimum, 5 					possibilities)





______________  Complete a rough outline





______________  Complete 15 note cards using your two final sources





______________  Submit a rough draft





______________  Submit final draft





Requirements for the final draft:





	*  The use of MLA documentation style





	*  No title page:  See page 779 of The Little, Brown Handbook.





	*  Extensive use of verbs of attribution (pg. 696, Little, Brown)





	*  The use of at least 8 citations:  Use, at most, two direct


	    quotations.  The rest should be paraphrase or summary.


	    See pages 569-581 in  The Little, Brown Handbook.





	*  A Works Cited list that lists your two sources:  See pages


	    774 - 778 in The Little, Brown  Handbook.





	*  Use at least one sentence that starts in the following manner:





                 According to (author of article),....
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