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Purpose:  To teach students how to generate a first draft of a thesis statement for a specified topic.

At the end of this lesson, students will compose a thesis statement using a complex sentence.

Topic:  A place that you would like to visit but may not appeal to others.
Activity:  

Write the topic on the board.  Ask students to think of a place that fits the topic and to write a few reasons why they might like the place and why others might not.  Invite students to form pairs and discuss other possible reasons.  Walk around the room to see how students are discussing the topic and to answer questions they may have.
Convene the students after ten minutes and ask a one student to volunteer a place.

Example:  The east coast of Costa Rica

Write a possible thesis, using a very simple structure:  I would like to visit the east coast of Costa Rica.

Engage students in a discussion and point out some flaws in the thesis:  too simple, no argumentative edge, does not address the topic fully,….
Impress upon students the need to construct a thesis statement that addresses the topic fully and one that has with an argumentative edge.
For example:  Although some might dislike its poverty and solitude, the east coast of Costa Rica offers excellent opportunities for surfing and eco-tourism.  
